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Photographer 


Imagine attending college 
with a disability or handi- 
cap. Every year, hundreds of 
thousands of students with 
disabilities attend college in 
the United States, and many 
are lucky to have few hard- 
ships. Legislation such as 
the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 
ensures students with specif- 
ic needs are properly accom- 
modated. 

Elevators are a main con- 
cern among students, espe- 


~ “eially those with physical 


needs. Daniel Antle, senior, 
political science, serves as 
parliamentarian for the SGA 
and also uses a wheelchair. 
A broken elevator once pre- 
vented him from becoming 


Daniel Antle amaabneue faulty handicap access panel 
outside of Bronson Hall on April 1. 


an SGA senator for two to 
three months. 

“The elevators are horrid- 
ly under maintained,” said 
Antle. 


Antle also points out the 
fact that broken doors on 
bathroom stalls are rather 
uncomfortable for students 
such as him. 
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“The locks and doors for 
the handicap stalls don’t 
work on most floors in 
Bronson Hall — the ground 
floor men’s room is the only 
one for guys at this point,’ 
said Antle. 

Antle states he uses the 
Campus Wide Lab regularly, 
and he experiences no prob- 
lems there. He also finds no 
problems with parking. Stu- 
dents on campus generally 
respect the handicap spaces, 
and the number of students 
with disabilities is not over- 
whelming. 

Many students on LSUS 
campus are what adminis- 
tration calls, “self-accom- 
modating.” This means the 
student does not contact 
Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD). That stu- 
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Entertainment or stereotype? 


Miss Gay Shreveport America causes controversy among students and faculty, 
though fights it’s way as a part of weekend entertainment 


Derick Jones 
Managing Editor 


On Saturday, Central Sta- 
tion, located at 1025 Mar- 
shall Street, will be holding 
their 2nd annual Miss Gay 
Shreveport America 2008 
pageant at 10 p.m. 

This year, categories in- 
clude talent, evening wear 
and an on-stage question 
and answer session. 

Miss Gay Shreveport 
America, Shreveport’s first 
alternative female imperson- 
ation pageant, is owned and 
co-promoted by Dominique 
Delorean of Shreveport. She 


was crowned Miss Gay 
Louisiana America in 2005. 

In 1997, Delorean moved 
to New Orleans to pursue 
her career in sales as well as 
female impersonation. 

“I made a pact to myself 
when I won Miss Gay 
Louisiana America that I’d 
bring it back home,” said 
Delorean. “I wanted to bring 
something special back to 


Gé 


Shreveport. This is it. In the 
back of my mind I knew 
where I was from. I’m from 
Shreveport baby. You can’t 
erase that.” Some people, 
however, do not see the 
newsworthy merits of this 
pageant. 

Adrienne Critcher, faculty 
sponsor of the Gay/Straight 
Alliance and professor of 
computer sciences, said that 


this event plays into stereo- 
types that the heterosexual 
community has towards ho- 
mosexuals. 

“Tf the Miss Gay Shreve- 
port is indeed a drag queen 
pageant then I don’t think 
that’s very representative of 
gay people’s lives or what is 
actually going on in the gay 
community here,” said 
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I wanted to bring something special back to 
Shreveport. This is it. In the back of my mind 


I knew where I was from. I’m from Shreveport baby. y 
You can’t erase that. 


Dominique Delorean 
founder of MGSA and 2005 MGLA 
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Provost 
to retire 


Kristen King 
Contributing Writer 


After 35 years of driving 
up One University Place, Dr. 
Stuart Mills is retiring. The 
Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs said 
he’s loved his time here at 
LSUS, but it’s time to focus 
on other things. 

“This job has required a 
lot of energy and I didn’t al- 
ways have energy left over 
for myself and family,” he 
said. “I feel like it’s time to 
focus on my family.” 

Mills was born in Provi- 
dence, R.I., and his father’s 
career took him to Baton 
Rouge where he quickly be- 
came a tiger fan. He began 
his freshman year at LSU in 
1964 and received a bache- 
lor’s, master’s and doctorate 
degree before taking a facul- 
ty position at his alma mater. 

In 1973, after a year of 
teaching in the Red Stick, he 
began his career at LSUS as 
an assistant professor. He 
moved up to be dean of the 
College of Sciences in 1984, 
and then became the chair of 
the Department of Mathe- 
matics in 1986. In 1994, 
Mills was named Associate 
Vice Chancellor and began 
his current position as 
Provost and Vice Chancellor 
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Editorial 
Excellence is a circular thing 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this 
publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration 
or staff of LSUS. The Almagest 
seeks to provide information for the 
LSUS campus and community; to 
involve students, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public forum for 
ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. 
Comments and complaints are wel- 
come and should be addressed to 
Devin White, Editor-in-Chief. They 
must be accompanied by your full 
name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 
Letters to the editor are encour- 
aged. However, the staff reserves 
the right to edit letters for clarity, 
length, and content. Any letter sub- 
mitted by a club or organization 
must ‘be signed by all members of 
the group or by the group’s presi- 
dent. Letters should be e-mailed or 
submitted to the Almagest office, 
BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday 
preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Please type the letter and in- 


clude your classification and major. 


The Almagesi reserves the right not 
to publish submitted materials. Ob- 
scene, libelous and anonymous let- 


ters will not be printed, 


Retractions 
According to the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, a retraction is a public 
statement, either in print, or by 
verbal statement that is made to 
correct a previously made state- 
ment that was incorrect, invalid, or 
in error. The intent of a public 
retraction is to correct any incorrect 


information. 


The Aimagest holds all rights if 
deemed necessary to retract such 
statements made, and shall, at will. 


Retraction notices should be made 
by e-mail or phone. 
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Devin White 
Editor-in-Chief 


The unveiling of that cir- 
cular bric< thing next to the 
Administration Building 
that students have not been 
using will go down today 
during Common Hour. 

The Circle of Excellence 
Plaza is funded by alumni 
Dr. Lacy and Edie Williams 
who donated $150K to the 
construction. The construc- 
tion cost over $200K. 


That seems like a lot of 
money for a brick plaza that 
students don’t even use. Af- 
ter checking out the plaza, | 
must admit, it came together 
quite nicely. The alumni 
should be proud. But how 
does the plaza benefit stu- 
dents and LSUS? 

Yes there are benches for 
students to sit on and social- 
ize; yes it makes our campus 
look nice, and yes, students 
can have their personally en- 
graved $100 brick be apart 


Backstage 


Pass: 


Here’s a look at some 
behind the scenes photos 


from the upcoming Mystery 
Theater production “Murder 


at the Banquet.” 


Christine Bradley/Photographer 
Thomas shows off his flashlight to fellow cast members Moss 


and Rowland. 


phone/fax: (318) 797-5328 
e-mail: almagest@lsus.edu 


30 DAYS UNTIL 
THE END OF THE 
SEMESTER! 


of LSUS forever. But could- 
n’t we find a better purpose 
for $200K? I know the ath- 
letic department needs mon- 
ey. In fact, they are putting 
on a fundraiser later this 
month for that purpose. 

I’m not spouting off 


against the alumni; I just 
want to know why they 
spent so much money on 
something that just “looks 
pretty.” At least build the 
plaza in a location where 
students are more apt to use 


it. The majority of students I 
have spoken to about the 
plaza respond with “What 
plaza?” “Where?” It’s the 
brick circle surrounded by 
benches off in the grass just 
past the flag pole. Go out 
there students! Have lunch, 
smoke cigarettes, and bask 
in the glorious sunshine of 
spring. Just use the plaza. It 
cost enough, we might as 
well put it to good use! 
Make it “excellent!” 


— q 
-_ 


Christine Bradley/Photographer 


Joe Kyle Thomas, Audra Moss, Cameron Pierce, Paula Brown, 
Rachel Rowland and Tommy Wallace. 


Christine Bradley/Pi 


Director Pruitt Taylor Vince discusses a scene with Brown, 
Wallace and Pierce 


reese © ee He ® 


staugugiieecintr nee hm oe 
Piliams Circle of Excellence . 


Plaza 


to be 


unveiled today 


Caitlin Hendrix 
Contributing Writer 


When the church my 
mom was raised in Was de- 
molished, my parents hur- 
tied over to get a brick be- 
fore the site was cleared. My 
mom explained that it was 
important to her toi have a 
piece of the church she grew 
up in. A brick from her 
church signified a piece of 
her history, of a ric legacy 
born of a lifetime of Sun- 
days and Wednesdays, of 
Vacation Bible School and 
church camp, training union 
and Sunday school. It was a 
piece of choir practice and 
GA’s, of weddings and fu- 
nerals, and dinner on the 
ground: That brick held sig- 
nificance for her. 

Students of LSUS have'a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportu- 
nity to purchase a brick of 
significance this year. For 


$100 they can purchase a 
brick to be inscribed and 
placed in the Dr. Lacy and 
Edie Williams Circle of Ex- 
cellence Plaza, whith is “the 
largest single privately fund- 
ed capital project ih the uni- 


_versity’s 40 year/ history,” 


according to the LSUS 
News. 

The plaza sits bawesn the 
Administration Building and 
Noel Memorial Library on 
the west side of campus. 

To have such an opportu- 


nity is noteworthy because 


with it students may, in ef- 
fect, document their time at 
LSUS, honor a loved one, or 
simply leave a mark on an 
important part of their life. 
Interested students may pur- 
chase a brick at 
www.|susalumni.org/brick/ 
The Circle of Excellence 
will be formally unveiled to- 
day at’ Common Hour. Re- 
freshments will be served. 


Don’t forget to check 
out Ry Cummings at 


the Port this morning 
during Common Hour! 


NEWS 
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Dated campus buildings 
focus of upcoming discussion 


Justin Tison 
Staff Writer 


A consultant firm will be 
on campus Friday to discuss 
the results of a study) to de- 
termine the cost of renovat- 
ing the University Center 
and the HPE building. 

Mark Zack of Corley 
Redfoot and Zack, Inc., and 
William Canning of Can- 
ning and Gonsoulin, LLC, 
will discuss the findings and 
give recommendations to 
school administrators 
throughout the day. Students 
will be given a chance to 
hear their findings at 11:30 
a.m. on Friday in the Web- 
ster Room, which is located 
in the UC. 

The study is the second 
phase of feasibility studies 
and surveys on campus to 
determine the costs of reno- 
vating the UC and the HPE 
building. 

The first phase was to de- 
termine whether or not a 
new recreation center would 
be needed on campus. The 

! 
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for Academic Affairs in 
1995. . 

“My whole careet has 
been with the LSU system. I 
have a great attachment to 
LSU and I’m proud to be 
part of it,” Mills said. 

LSUS Chancellor, Dr. 
Vincent Marsala, said that 
Mills will be missed. 

“It’s been a great pleasure 
to work with him,’ Marsala 
said. “He’s a great, asset to 
the university and our com- 


“munity.” 


Since his time here, Mills 
has seen LSUS evolve from 
a two-year to a, four-year 
school. He said one of the 
greatest things he’s helped 
accomplish is to restock the 
faculty over the last seven to 


results of the first study, 
which was conducted during 
the Fall 2006 semester, de- 
termine a new facility would 
not be feasible or needed on 
campus. 

Joseph Pearson, director 
of the UC, said that he was 
disappointed that the results 
of the first study did not find 
a need for a new building. 
He also said, he is not sure 
what the recommendations 
of the second study will be. 

“T think they will recom- 
mend different areas of the 
UC and the HPE building be 
renovated,” Pearson said. 

Pearson said that\if the 
consultants determined that 
renovations are what the 
campus needs, he believes 
that it will take three-to-five 
years before everything is 
completed and that it-will be 
up to the campus communi- 
ty to find a way to get the 
money for the renovations. 

“(The renovations] are an 
effort to help change the 
campus culture,’ Pearson 
said. “It will.be up to the 


eight years. 

“To see great young facul- 
ty members gives me confi- 
dence about the future,” 
Mills said. “They’re already 
bringing about great oppor- 
tunities to this campus.” 
Mills will not be here 10 
years down the road and he 
does not claim to know the 
future, but he did say that 10 
years from now he sees 
LSUS becoming “a compre- 
hensive university with ex- 
panded programs, particu- 
larly at the doctorate level.” 

Mills will move to Ten- 
nessee after his July retire- 
ment to join oldest son, Al- 
lan, and his family. He’s 
never lived in Tennessee, but 
he’s intrigued with the op- 


campus to see what we like 
and then find a way to fi- 
nance it.” 

Pearson said that colleges 
all across the country are 
renovating or building en- 
tirely new facilities for stu- 
dents and that these addi- 
tions are all a part of what 
students are looking for 
when they choose a college 
to attend. 

He also said that the mon- 
ey for these projects usually 
comes from student seca 
fees. 

Along with any major ren- 
ovations, Pearson said, that 
the consultants are including 
the costs of bringing both 
buildings up to new building 
codes, which have changed a 
lot since the UC and the 
HPE building were built in 
the late 1970s and early 80s. 

' All students who are’ in- 
terested are welcome to at- 
tend the 11:30 a.m. meeting 
on Friday, which will last 
until about 1 p.m. 


portunity to drive to the sur- 
rounding locations and isn’t 
afraid of Volunteer Country. 
The Tennessee Volunteers 
won't be a threat. 

Mills won’t write his own 
legacy. Instead, he said 
LSUS will have to remem- 
ber him for what he was: 

“T try to treat everyone in 
a respectable manner. | try 
to treat everyone in a way 
that once we resolve one is- 
sue, we can tackle another “ 
without any problems.” 

He said he could not offer 
any advice to his predeces- 
sor, because “whoever takes 
my place won’t need my ad- 
vice. They'll have a great 
support staff.” 
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STEREOTYPES cont. — Pa 

Critcher. that not only appeal to the O , d S u g G esti O n p roves ex! to 
_Larry Tyger and Terry Ea- gay community, but the 


son, owners of L & T Enter- 
tainment, the production 
company that handles the 
event, disagree with Critch- 
er. 

“Not only is this pageant 
about celebrating the art of 
female impersonation, but it 
is also about providing an 
entertainment service to the 
gay community and being a 
representative to the gay 
community,” said Tyger. 

The Gay/Straight Al- 
liance’s purpose is simple: 
to promote education 
through guest speakers, 
community services and ed- 
ucational and social pro- 
grams. 

“The purpose of the GSA 
is to provide accurate infor- 
mation on issues regarding 
sexual orientation and gen- 
der identity, and to provide a 
supportive atmosphere for 
people who are themselves 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender (LGBT) or are 
allies,’ said Critcher. 

So why isn’t the GSA 
backing this event, aimed at 
various “sexual orienta- 
tions” and those dealing 
with “gender identity?” 

“It’s kind of like sending 
an Almagest reporter to an 
event at a local bar to do a 
report on the straight com- 
munity. It perpetuates 
stereotypes which is what 
most straight people think 
about when they think of 
gay people,” said Critcher. 

Critcher said that there 
are numerous other events 


Have a strong opinion? 
Write into the Almagest 
with your concerns and 
thoughts! 
E-mail your side of the 
story to 
almagest@lsus.edu 


community at large, such as 
last week’s presidential can- 
didate debate on gay civil 
rights or the upcoming lec- 
ture with John Vassar, chair 
of the department of fine 
arts, foreign languages and 
humanties. 

Critcher then went on to 
elaborate how the Almagest 
should be covering more 
news themed stories, such as 
last week’s presidential can- 
didate debate on gay civil 
rights or the upcoming event 
with Vassar. This lecture in- 
cludes the topic of young 
peoples perception of reli- 
gion being damaged by the 
religious treatments towards 
homosexuals. 

“This pageant is just like 
any other pageant. It con- 
sists of a group of people 
competing for a title in 
which they reign for a year,” 
said Katherine Ho, biology, 
freshman. “How is this pag- 
eant any different from Miss 
Black Louisiana or Miss 
Teen Shreveport?” 

Mark Hux, liberal arts, 
graduate student, is a former 
GSA secretary. 

“Drag does promulgate a 
stereotype about gay men; 
that we all experiment with 
drag, or that we understand 
it more profoundly than oth- 
ers,’ said Hux. “On the 
question of merit, does it re- 
ally need it? Can’t some 
things just be for fun? If 
there’s any message within, 
it is that breaking free of 
ones boundaries is fun.” 


Caitlin Hendrix 
Contributing Writer 


For those of you who 
were not aware, the Spanish 
Club has been hosting for- 
eign film night in the Uni- 
versity Center Theater. The 
idea came about when 
Michael Lee, president of 
the Spanish Club, stumbled 
upon an old “Suggestions” 
folder from a former presi- 
dent. In the folder were sev- 
eral. good ideas but one 
stuck out the most. 

The line read “Back in 
my old school we used to 
show foreign films every 
month to the university. Lots 


of people liked it since they 
were relatively new movies 
to everyone.” That turned on 
a light bulb for Lee. He pro- 
posed the idea to the Span- 
ish Club and everyone 
agreed. The method they 
used to pick which movie 
would be shown first was 
the good ole “rock-paper- 
scissors.” The movie The 
Butterfly (La Lengua de las 
Mariposas) won. 

With the help of the Stu- 
dent Activities Board, the 
Spanish Club was able to 
show the movie in public 
with a turnout of 23 people. 
The next movie in line is 
The Spirit of the Beehive, 


which the New York Times 
has rated one of the best 
Spanish films to date. Those 
who have read Mary Shel- 
ley’s Frankenstein or seen 
Boris Karloff’s movie from 
the 1930s would especially 
enjoy this film. Unlike the 
first film this one will be 
publicized throughout the 
community. 

The Spirit of the Beehive 
will be shown April 14 at 5 
p.m. in the University Cen- 
ter Theater and the Student 
Activities board will be do- 
nating free popcorn for 
everyone. 


Student views vary 
on schedule change 


Bradley Ball 
Contributing Writer 


The decision to signifi- 
cantly change class sched- 
ules beginning in the Fall 
semester is not sitting well 
with many LSUS students 
and faculty. 

The new schedule will 
move more classes to the af- 
ternoon. 

“Tt will take away one of 
the most popular class times 
among the students,” said 
Helen Taylor, professor, 
English. 

In place of that class time 
will be Common Hour, 
which will now begin at 11 
a.m. The new Common 
Hour will also be three 
times a week instead of 
twice of week, and it will be 
longer, going from 50 min- 
utes to 70 minutes. There 
are expectations for in- 
creased participation in 
some of the student clubs 


that meet during common 
hour. 

Many students said they 
had no clue about the sched- 
ule change until after the de- 
cision was made, 

“It seemed like there was 
no effort to inform the stu- 
dents on the new schedule 
change,” said Shaughnessy 
McDermott, freshman, 
community health. 

Many students stressed 
that they like the current 
schedule. 

“They didn’t have an ade- 
quate reason to change it; it 
seems as if they only listen 
to students who have club 
meetings,” said Jessica 
Aguirre, sophomore, psy- 
chology. 

Students think the blame 
for the lack of knowledge 
about the issue and other is- 
sues should be placed on the 
SGA. 

“It seems like the SGA’s 
agenda doesn’t concern the 


important issues of the cam- 
pus,” J.D. Hughes, senior, 
marketing. 

The new schedule change 
can also have a negative im- 
pact on student athletes. 
Athletes who have to work 
feel that they will not have 
enough time to study be- 
cause they will have later 
classes, have to go to prac- 
tice, and then go to work. 

“T realize what my re- 
sponsibilities are but it feels 
like it will have a negative 
impact on me,” said Aguirre. 

“As a weightlifter, if the 
classes are later than I can’t 
workout as long as I want to 
and I won’t have as much 
time to study,” said McDer- 
mott. 

So with the new sched- 
ules, will there be more in- 
volvement from the student 
body or will students just sit 
idly by and wait for their 
next class to begin? 


The Almagest 
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dent is thus responsible for 
any needed accommodation. 
Antle is one of these stu- 
dents. 

Paula Atkins, assistant di- 
rector of the student devel- 
opment and counseling cen- 
ter says she works with 40 to 
50 students each semester; 
however, she said that num- 
ber is low. 

“Research tells us that 
there are between three and 
eight percent of students out 
there with disability needs,” 
said Atkins. 

Not every student with a 
disability or handicap comes 
forward and asks for help 
from SSD. The general poli- 
cy for SSD is that students 
are not required to report 
their disabilities, but, as stat- 
ed previously, they are then 
responsible for their own 
performance as self-accom- 
modators. 


Documentation is  re- 


quired for any disability 
need on campus. All accom- 
modations are needs-based, 
so the services at LSUS 
vary. There is also no set 


budget or money designated 
for SSD. According to 
Atkins, getting money for 
accommodations can be 
challenging. There is no way 
to anticipate the needs stu- 
dents will have until docu- 
mentation is submitted. Ex- 
amples of common services 
are different formats of 
printed materials, text to 
speech computer software, 
sign language interpreters 
and adjustments within the 
testing environment. 

All services requested are 
generally provided, unless 
the university faces what is 
called an “undue hardship.” 

“We're not going to 
change courses that are pro- 
vided or waive basic aca- 
demic requirement, valid 
disability or not, because 
that’s the purpose of our in- 
stitution,” said Atkins. 

Students with disabilities 
have the same collegiate ex- 
pectations as other students. 
If students are unable to self- 
accommodate, SSD is there 
to formulate a plan of action. 


Kristen King 
Contributing Writer 


Hidden on the second 
floor of the Administration 
Building lies one of the best 
kept secrets at LSUS. 

It’s here that you will find 
the motivation and confi- 
dence to prosper in your 
postgraduate life. You will 
be armed with tried and true 
resources to conquer the 
work force and after sitting 
down with Career Services, 
you will be ready to land the 
job you are dreaming of. 

“When you limit yourself 
on your resume, you limit 
your opportunities.” So said 
Gina Starnes, director of Ca- 
reer Services. She said stu- 
dents make their biggest 
mistake by trying to fit 
everything on one page and 
not fully selling theyselves 
to the. employer... . 

‘Another mistake? Finding 
resume guides on the Inter- 
net. 

“Don’t go online; go to 
your college career center,” 
said Starnes. 


Starnes said career cen- 
ters are filled with talented, 
experienced professionals 
that are there to help stu- 
dents and alumni. The career 
professionals said one of the 
most common mistakes is 
having a cell phone in an in- 
terview. 

“Even if you have it on vi- 
brate, it’s distracting if it 
starts going off,” said Casey 
Harvill, assistant director of 
Career Services. 

Check your résumé for 
common grammatical and 
spelling mistakes, and if you 
are having trouble bragging 
on yourself, “Ask your 
mom,” said Starnes. 

She said you are more 
likely to succeed if you go 
into an interview armed with 
knowledge about the com- 
pany, dressed for success 
and not expecting a six-fig- 


ure income. 


Starnes and Harvill are 
changing the way LSUS 
sees Career services by mak- 
ing it more accessible and 
coming up with more ways 
to help students. 


“We're going to make 
tons of changes to our Web 
site to make it more user- 
friendly, and we’re planning 
on setting up tables in the 
University Center to intro- 


duce ourselves,’ - said 
Harvill. 
They are developing 


workshops on dress attire, 
dinner etiquette and inter- 
views and are available to 
speak to individual classes 
or student organizations. A 
Career Services Advisory 
Board is also in the works. 

“Tt will help career servic- 
es work for the students,” 
Starnes said. 

With an Employer Expo 
this month, now is the time 
to revamp your résumé. 
Starnes and Harvill encour- 
age students to stop by their 
office with any questions. 
They are also looking for 
volunteers to help around 
the office and they promise 
it will “look great on a ré- 
sumé.” 


New director ushers in changes for Office of Career Services 


Kacy Smith 
Contributing Writer 


The LSUS Office of Ca- 
reer Services is undergoing 
some big changes this se- 
mester. From a new look and 
office arrangement to more 
exposure and student visibil- 
ity, the difference is remark- 
able. Gina Starnes, the new 
director of the Office of Ca- 
reer Services, is excited 
about the changes being 
made. 

Starnes has a different 
style and technique she 
would like to implement, 
and through this she hopes 
to encourage more student 
interaction. The office has 
already seen an increase in 
student participation. 


Before, the office was 
helping three to four stu- 
dents in a week. Now how- 
ever, there are a minimum of 
five students needing help 
on any given day. Casey 
Harvill, assistant director, 
said that the office now of- 
fers a “more student friend- 
ly, welcoming environment” 
than it previously did. 

Starnes and Harvill are a 
newly formed team, but be- 
tween the two of them, they 
have more than 20 years of 
experience. Starnes just 
started working as the direc- 
tor in January; before that 
she had been employed at 
the University of Kansas. 
Harvill has been working at 
the university for several 
years but has been the assis- 


tant director for just over a 
year. 

Some of the changes be- 
ing made in the Office of 
Career Services include a 
new Web page with an easier 
to use, more modern look. 
The career center is chang- 
ing its online student inter- 
action system to Career In- 
terfase, a system where 


‘students can post their ré- 


sumés and browse job open- 
ings. Interfase will be avail- 
able to the students even 
after they have graduated. 
The office offers a com- 
puter lab students can use 
for work on résumés, job 
searches and applications. It 
also provides such resources 
as career magazines, sample 
résumés and cover letters 


and employer information. 
Starnes also said that she 
hopes to build a resource li- 
brary, with information 
about companies and organi- 
zations, to give students idea 
of what potential future em- 
ployers are looking for. 
Some other resources the 
new director is considering 
implementing include a stu- 
dent advisory board, em- 
ployment workshops with 
local companies and career 
and life planning class to 
teach about career searches, 
networking and presenting 
yourself in the professional 
world. She would also like 
to host an etiquette dinner 
for students and employers 
and a fashion show, to give 


students an idea of profes- 


sional and business casual 
attire. 

Starnes and Harvill have 
also made themselves “more 
visible to faculty and staff.” 

They have now begun 
presenting in classrooms, 
providing students with in- 
formation on what the office 
offers and how it can help 
them. 

Coming from a larger 
school, Starnes has also 
been able to bring with her 
many contacts and employer 
resources she has acquired 
over the years. Bringing in 
the many employers and 
alumni she has worked with 
that are looking to fill posi- 
tions will help LSUS stu- 
dents with networking and 


job searching. 
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LSU in Shreveport 
International Lincoln Center for American Studies 
Washington “Semester” 
Interim between Spring and Term I Summer 
Open to all majors 


An Experience no Classroom can offer! 


The library: of Congress 
The Smithsonian . a ane so muc 


Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Courses Offered 


POLI i190 Washington Political Arena 
AMST 198 American Studies Seminar 
AMST 298 American Studies Seminar 
AMST 398 American Studies Seminar 
POLI 399 Field Research in Government Law 


To reserve a slot for the 2008 Washington Semester, a $400 nonrefundable 
housing deposit is required. Check should be payable to LSUS. DUE MARCH 15. 
More information is available in BH321, contact 797-5138 or 
william.pederson@lsus.edu 
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Lacrosse club proves worth 


Carly Waters 
Contributing Writer 


Brittany Butters, account- 
ing, freshman, had a dream; 
her dream was to start a new 
girl’s sports team at LSUS. 
After playing lacrosse for a 
year in high school, she de- 
cided enough was not 
enough and soon after be- 
came the ring leader behind 
the new women’s lacrosse 
movement around campus. 

Butters, who also helps 
coach the Byrd High School 
girl’s lacrosse team, had be- 
gun petitioning for the new 
sports team as of this semes- 
ter. After speaking with the 
Director of Intercollegiate 
Athletics, Doug Robinson, 
Butters was informed that 
due to lack of financial 
backing at the present time, 
her best shot of attaining her 
goals was to start a new 
women’s lacrosse club. 


Although the funding for 
such an addition is not cur- 
rently available, if the suc- 
cess of the club skyrockets, 
the chances of the athletic 
council adding the sports 
team will do the same. But- 
ters is holding a question 
and answer forum today 
during Common Hour in the 
UC for potential players to 
get all of the appropriate in- 
formation. 

“I think adding lacrosse 
to LSUS would be a great 
thing,’ Robinson _ said. 
“These things always pro- 
vide opportunities for the 
school to acquire new stu- 
dents.” He also said that 
adding lacrosse would be a 
“no-brainer” because the 
campus is already equipped 
with a field and the seasons 
for lacrosse and soccer do 
not interfere with one anoth- 
er. 

Butters also wants to en- 


courage women who may 
not have experience in the 
sport to join the club. 

“Lacrosse is not a sport 
that you have to have played 
for years to be good at,” she 
said. “If you have an athletic 
bone in your body then 
lacrosse could be for you. 
Lacrosse is probably one of 
the most fun and intense 
sports there is. The adrena- 
line rush you get from play- 
ing is like nothing else.” 

There is also a proposal 
for a men’s lacrosse club 
that will be reviewed by the 
athletic council within the 
month. After being approved 
by the council, the proposal 
must also be approved by 
Chancellor Vincent Marsala. 
With the proper recognition 
and success of these clubs, 
LSUS could be adding two 
new sports team to their ros- 
ter. 
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Pilots stomp Bulldogs 


Mike Schwalke 


Consultant 


Inclement weather could 
not stop the Pilots from 
sweeping the Tougaloo Col- 
lege Bulldogs in four 
straight games last weekend. 
The two doubleheaders were 
originally scheduled for Sat- 
urday and Sunday but had to 
be rescheduled after the 
Jackson, Miss., field was 
damaged in severe storms on 
April 4. 

Those four wins moved 
the Pilots to a 30-12 overall 
record. 

Junior outfielder Quinton 
Shamsabody said ___ that 
Tougaloo is new to the con- 
ference and that they just 
started building the pro- 
gram. 

“We were swinging the 
bats well this weekend,” he 
said. “Our offense was click- 
ing.” The Pilots scored 42 
runs in the four-game stand. 

Pilots’ head coach Rocke 
Musgraves noted that in 
those four games the Pilots’ 
pitching staff allowed only 
one run. 

“That is a testament to 
Chris Benton, the pitching 
coach,” Musgraves said. 
“I’m pleased with the pitch- 
ing and defensive intensity.” 

He said that the young 
pitching staff, which has lost 
three perennial aces since 
last season, has stepped up 
admirably. 

The boost in the Pilots’ 


win percentage might help 
move them up in the NAIA 
Region XIII standings. The 
most recent standings, pub- 
lished on April 7, had the Pi- 
lots ranked fourth behind 
Lee University (Tenn.), the 
University of Mobile (Ala.) 
and Auburn University in 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Even still, the Pilots are 
ranked second in their con- 
ference and Musgraves said 
he is confident that the team 
will earn a high seed in the 
conference tournament in 
Mobile, Ala., later this 
month. 

“We're a young team,” 
Musgraves said. “We're just 
getting our veteran legs un- 
der us. I see nothing but 
good on the horizon.” 

Wiley College (Texas) 
travelled to Pilot Field on 
Tuesday to take on the Pilots 
in a doubleheader. Gino 
Spratley (3-1) got the start 
in game one. The contest be- 
gan after this paper’s dead- 
line. 

Next weekend the Pilots 
will travel to Fort Worth, 
Texas, to take on Texas Wes- 
leyan (26-8) before travel- 
ling to Pineville, La., to face 
off against Louisiana Col- 
lege (15-16). 

The Pilots will return to 
LSUS on April 18 to face re- 
gional foes William Carey 
College. That game will 
start the Pilots’ last long 
home stand of the season. 
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Bring in your LSUS 
student ID and get a free| 
« drink and chips 

with the 
purchase of any 
sandwich. 


NTERTAINMENT 


Kristen King 
Contributing Writer 

Murder. ..mystery...and 
sports? Strange combina- 
tion, but that’s what is hap- 
pening this month at the 
Mystery Dinner Theater. 
The athletic department and 
communications department 
are teaming up for the 
$1,000-a-table fundraiser to 
help our teams in the post 
season. 

“The more successful we 
are, the more money it 
costs,” said Doug Robinson, 
Athletics Director. 

As Robinson’s teams 
progress through tourna- 
ments and championships, 
he’s hoping to raise the 
funds to keep them going. 

“We have to pay for trans- 
portation, hotels, and 
food...not to mention the 
championship rings.” 

In the past, teams have 
raised their own funds and 
private donations have fund- 
ed the department, but 
Robinson wants to start an 


Campus “mystery”. 


athletic fund “to go into the 
athletic department and not 
just a certain sport.” The 
mystery dinner theater will 
bring all the teams together 
for a common cause. Robert 
Alford, assistant professor, 
said he’s thrilled the com- 
munications department can 


_ help. 


“I’m really glad the teams 
are doing well,'and we’re 
happy to help,” Alford said. 
“We'll be able to reach an 
audience we might not have 
reached otherwise.” 

Alford is: bringing in his 
long-time friend, Emmy 


award-winning actor Pruitt. 


Taylor Vince, to direct the 
show and said Vince is just 
as excited about the opportu- 


- hity,. 


LSUS athletes will pro- 
vide valet parking, and ath- 
letes and coaches will serve 
dinner courses in between 
acts. Robinson hopes to 
make at least $20,000. 

The Mystery Dinner The- 
ater is April 17 at 6 p.m. in 
the Ballroom. 
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Shutter: 


James Howard 
Contributing Writer 


Remember freaking out 
when the stop-motion chick 
comes barreling at you from 
the very depths of the TV 
screen the first time you saw 
The Ring? Or how about 
when the stop-motion chick 
scuttles around the ceiling in 
The Grudge? I'll admit it; 
that was some scary stuff. I 
even started crossing the 
street whenever I saw an 
Asian approaching for fear 
that they would haphazardly 
start to stumble towards me 
in pursuit of my soul or 
something. But let's face it, 
Japan; those days are over. 

Nowadays every over-caf- 
feinated 12-year-old with a 
camera, 12 hours to kill, and 
some Play-Doh can manu- 
facture some pretty intricate 
stop. motion cinematogra- 
phy. But hey, spending mil- 
lions to throw in a “plot,” 
cast the thing with some D- 
list sitcom actors and splash 


hey Japan, stop 
motion isn't 


scary anymore 


it up on the big screen is 
good too. 

Shutter stars Joshua Jack- 
son (Cruel Intentions, 
“Dawson’s Creek”) and 
Rachael Taylor (Transform- 
ers, Man-Thing) as newly- 
weds who take off for Tokyo 
to pursue a career and life of 
photography and living in 
abandoned industrial com- 
plexes. 

Hubby Ben (Jackson) is 
perplexed by the constant 
smudges appearing in his 
photographs, and wife Jane 
(Taylor) naturally suspects 
the foul play of the undead. 
Luckily for her, Ben's assis- 
tant—and literally the only 
person she knows in 
Japan—happens to be an ex- 
pert in the incredibly narrow 
field of "spirit photography." 
Revelations. are made, and 
everyone is eventually an- 
tagonized and/or killed by a 
stop motion chick. 

I will give a nod to the 
guys responsible for com- 
puter images by admitting 


that there are some notably 
creepy scenes (in one such 
scene the ghost can be peri- 
odically viewed through a 
subway window and mania- 
cally grins with each passing 
car). The plot was pre- 
dictable but engaging, and 
the acting was convincing 
enough. John Hensley (Matt 
McNamara from TV’s 
“Nip/Tuck”) was particular- 
ly good as Adam, the per- 
verse and manipulative "su- 
permodel agent." 

I would almost stoop to 
recommend the rental of this 
movie at some point, but I 
have two gripes. 

First, as mentioned above, 
the Japanese horror genre is 
becoming cliché to the point 
of mockery. Second, I have 
to caution that if you saw the 
preview for this -moyie, you 
already know what the twist 
is. Do not, under any cir- 
cumstances, view this movie 
if you have seen the preview. 
It's an exercise in futility. 


Tour spotlights local curiosities 


Heather Smelley 
Contributing Writer 


Thursday nights just got a 
little more exciting in down- 
town Shreveport. Ever won- 
der what Shreveport has to 
offer in the art, music, histo- 
ry or film scene? Take a ride 
on the new TNT Express 
and find out. 

The trolley transports 
passengers throughout these 
different areas while offer- 
ing a fun, fact-filled guided 
tour of our historical down- 
town. Fifteen cultural attrac- 
tions including museums, 
galleries and historical sites 
are all in route for the ride. 
Lots of interesting facts 


about Shreveport’s multicul- 
tural history are given, and 
the tour also features a TNT 
trivia contest. 

If you are interested in 
seeing it for yourself, the 
TNT Express runs every 
third Thursday of the month. 
The tours run every 20 min- 
utes from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
and its venues include: 
Southern University Muse- 
um of Art, Municipal Audi- 
torium , The Logan Man- 
sion, The Strand Theatre, 
The Millennium Mural, 


Meadows Museum of Art, 
SciPort Discovery Center, 
the Barnwell Center, Tipiti- 
na’s, Artspace, Spring Street 
Historical Museum, the new 


Hilton Hotel and Shreveport 
Convention Center, Sports 
Museum, Arodasi Dance 
Center, Highway Grrls 
Gallery, the Multicultural 
Center of the South and the 
Robinson Film Center. 

The TNT Express was de- 
veloped by the Shreveport 
Regional Arts Council, the 
Downtown Development 
Authority, Shreveport Public 
Assembly and Recreation 
and the West Edge Arts Dis- 
trict. 

Admission for the trolley 
is free, and the tours begin at 
Artspace, 710 Texas St., 
downtown. 


Chris Sanders 
Contributing Writer 


The Real Pickle is a great 
place for a sandwich. Locat- 
ed at the corner of Pierre- 
mont Road and Line Av- 
enue, this restaurant is a 
New York-style delicatessen 
with Louisiana flair. 

The menu presents a 
plethora of different sand- 
wiches, numbering at least 
75 different constructs. Each 
sandwich has a clever or hu- 
morous name, usually a pun 
or cultural reference. The 
menu itself is divided into 
humorously titled subsec- 
tions. With so 
many choices, 
the best this re- 


viewer can do is 
hit the  high- 
lights. 


The first sec- 
tion of the menu, “The Clas- 
sics,” features traditional 
sandwiches such the Reuben 
and other corned beef or 
pastrami based construc- 
tions. The Heartburn is 
comed beef, pastrami, Swiss 
cheese and cole slaw with 
Russian dressing on either 
pumpernickel or rye bread. 
This is a tasty choice but 
certainly lives up to its 
name. Those with sensitive 
stomachs, beware. 

The “Fan Clubs” section 
features, | unsurprisingly, 
club sandwiches. The Mick- 
ey Mouth Club is a tradition- 
al turkey, ham and bacon, 
triple-decker club sandwich. 
The Health Club loses the 
ham and bacon, and features 
avocado, spinach and mari- 


The Real Pickle 
855 Pierremont Road 


Mon. - Sat. 
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 


nated cucumbers. The 
Breakfast Club is actually 
not a club sandwich but is 
grouped with them for 
clever naming purposes. 
This one is a Monte Cristo: 
ham and turkey on French 
toast with powdered sugar 
and jam. 

Salad seekers will be sati- 
ated by the section called, 
“Me and my Bobby Mc- 
Greens,” which includes an 
excellent Greek salad (Zor- 
ba the Greek) and a grilled 
chicken and spinach salad 
(Popeye Meets 
Big Bird). 
Louisiana cui- 
sine makes its 
stand with 
shrimp, oyster, 
catfish, and 
crawfish po-boys, as well as 
a muffaletta. 

The Real Pickle is also a 
great place for a hot dog. 
The “Frankly My Dear, I 
Don’t Give a Ham,” section 
features quarter-pound beef 
franks with different condi- 
ment combinations, as well 
as a Polish-style kielbasa 
sandwich. The king of the 
hot dogs is the half-pound 
monster chili-cheese-dog 
called the Frankenstein, 
which is sure to satisfy al- 
most any appetite. 

Another great feature of 
this restaurant is its excel- 
lent beer selection. The Real 
Pickle boasts several dozen 
varieties of imported and 
craft-brewed beer. 


869-0931 
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Aries: Your ideals and values are 
on the table now, which doesn't 
mean that you're shifting gears, 
just that you need to make some 
tough choices. 


Taurus; Try something that feels 
decadent. You're in a good posi- 
tion to thoroughly enjoy your- 
self and things are going to get 
sweeter and sweeter. 


Gemini: Pay attention to the lit- 
tle details of life and all its proj- 
ects. Once you're on top of your 
accounts, you can kick back and 
really enjoy life. 


Cancer: Don't worry if your 
ideas seem crazy. Actually, if 
they're nutty, you can assume 
they'll work out pretty well! 


Leo: Legal issues are on your 
mind though that doesn't mean 
it's time to post bail! 


Virgo: Dig up a little dirt on that 
person, place or thing that has 
been interesting you almost to 
the point of obsession. Your abil- 
ity to find facts is strong. 


Libra: Take the time to look 
closely at how people are behav- 
ing. That attention will pay off 


I TELL YOU, I’M 
FEELING DRAMATIC 
THIS EVENING. 


horoscopes 


by Dezi Mitchell, Seer Extraordinaire 


Bert Stroud, the Anthropologist 


PELICAN BRIEFS 


handsomely. You may get the 
perfect clue that helps you put 
everything together. 


Scorpio: You may be grasping 
for too much, so try to make sure 
that you're being realistic. A lit- 
tle greed isn't so bad, but too 
much can result in some serious- 
ly awkward situations 


Sagittarius: You're all about 
keeping your cool today and it's 
a good time to kick back and let 
things happen. 


Capricorn: Your ability to get to 
the heart of the matter is always 
strong and today your tenacious 
energy makes it easy. You push 
yourself harder than most, 
which means you often get bet- 
ter results. 


Aquarius: You're dwelling on 
the past and that could mean 
that you've got the chance to fi- 
hally let go of some old baggage. 
Take that leap of faith and you 
will be richly rewarded. 


Pisces: Your connection with the 
real world is stronger than ever 
and you may find gardening or 
cooking more appealing than 
usual. 


I DIDN'T THINK 
PIRATES STILL 
DID THAT. 


YEAH. I THOUGHT 
THEY WOULD JUST 
SHOOT US. 


HEY, BUDDY, 
QUIT GETTING 


CoffeeHouse Series 
Presents: 
Ry Cummings 
04/10 @ 10:30 a.m. 
UC Port Stage 


Ultimate Family 
Night 
04/10 @ 6 p.m. 
UC Mall 


Earth Week Celebra- 
tion 
04/14 TBA 


LSUS Tailgating 
Bash 2008 
04/18 @ 5 p.m. 
LSUS Baseball Field 


By: Mike Schwalke & Diego Tripodi 


THAT THING 
IS SHARP. 


NO MISSIONARIES? 
IS THIS SOME SORT OF 
PERSONAL VENDETTA?. 
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sudoku 


DON’T WORRY, 
I HAVE A PLAN. 


Have a question 
that needs an 
answer? 
Write the Co-Pilot at 
almagest@Isus.edu 


Advertise 
in the 
Almagest 
and reach 
over 2000 


readers a 


week! Stop 
by BH344 

or call Fola 
@797-5328 


